
Homeschool Day
Tuesday, April 23, 2013
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

Drop-In Programs 
See page 2 for program descriptions

10:30 am Penguin Feeding
11:00 am  What Makes Us Human?
11:30 am  Coral Reef Dive
12:00 pm The Sweet Side of DNA
12:30 pm Pollinator Power
1:00 pm Live African Safari
1:30 pm Sharks & Rays
2:30 pm Coral Reef Dive
3:00 pm Penguin Feeding
3:30 pm Swamp Discovery

Hours of Operation
Academy, Academy Cafe, & Academy Store
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

Rainforest
10:00 am - 4:30 pm, last entry 4 pm

Naturalist Center
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Early Explorers Cove
9:30 am - 4:30 pm, last entry 4 pm

Explore, Collect, Contribute
Participate in a special group effort at the Academy. 
The results of your work will be shared with our larger 
Homeschool community!

9:30 am - 11:30 am Drop by our table in the lobby 
and pick up a worksheet to help guide you in one of 
two activities collecting data around the Academy.

2:30 pm - 4:30 pm  Visit us in the Forum on Level 2 
to contribute your discoveries to a huge collective 
data sheet!  You are welcome at any time during 
these two hours, but note that instructions will be 
given on every quarter of the hour. 

Planetarium Shows  
Pick up your show passes when you arrive at the 
Academy as they are given first-come, first-served.

10:30 am Fragile Planet
11:30 am Earthquake
12:30 pm Fragile Planet
1:30 pm Earthquake
2:30 pm Fragile Planet
3:30 pm Earthquake
4:30 pm Fragile Planet

Other Academy Activities
Docents
Be on the lookout for enthusiastic, knowledgeable docents in 
orange lab coats.  Investigate specimens up-close or meet a 
live animal ambassador.  Docents stationed on the floor are 
ready for your questions. 

Scavenger Hunts
A limited amount of printed worksheets will be available 
on-site, so we recommend printing your favorite from home. 
Complete your quest while touring the exhibits, then pick up 
a prize from the Naturalist Center until 4 pm or in the lobby 
from 4 pm to 5 pm!

Note that this document will be updated the 
week before the event. If you are bringing 
this with you on April 23rd, we recommend 
printing it out after April 15th.

Reserved Programs
These programs require advanced registration.

Microscopes! (Ages 8-11) 10:20 - 11:20 am
Coral Polyp Party (Ages 5-7) 10:40 - 11:40 am
Insects Close-Up (Ages 5-7) 11:45 am - 12:45 pm
Rainforest Pollinators (Ages 8-11) 1:00 - 2:00 pm
Play a Role in Research (Ages 12+) 2:00 - 2:45 pm



Drop-In Program Descriptions
Penguin Feeding
10:30 am and 3:00 pm in 
African Hall
The Academy’s African Penguins are 
always especially animated during 
meal time. Watch the birds dip and 

dive in their tank in African Hall as a biologist dons a wet suit 
and hands out vitamin-stuffed herring and capelin. 

Coral Reef Dives
11:30 am and 2:30 pm at the 
Philippine Coral Reef
Watch as a diver plunges into the 
world’s deepest living coral reef 
exhibit. Outfitted with an underwater 

microphone, the diver will answer all of your reef-related 
questions. 

The Sweet Side of DNA
12:00 pm at the Project Lab
Have you ever wondered what “the 
essence of life” would look like if you 
held it in the palm of your hand? 
We will crush up strawberries and 

extract their DNA to see it up close and personal – without a 
microscope! We also discover why scientists call DNA the most 
extraordinary molecule on earth.

Sharks & Rays
1:30 pm at the Reef Lagoon
Sharks and rays are some of the most 
compelling and misunderstood animals 
on the planet.  Learn more about 
the Mangrove Lagoon’s shallow reef 

residents, including sharks and rays, and watch a feeding.

Pollinator Power
12:30 on the Living Roof
Join us atop the Academy’s living 
roof to explore the fascinating lives of 
pollinators including birds, bats and 
bees. As these animals buzz, swoop 

and fly through the air, they are helping to keep California one 
of the most diverse places on earth. Here at the Academy, 
researchers and gardeners work to maintain a living roof of 
entirely native plants - come find out how this helps keep 
habitats healthy! 

Live African Safari
1:00 pm in the Piazza
Adventure through Africa and explore 
the amazing biodiversity of its animals 
and habitats. How do pythons hunt so 
masterfully in the dark of night? How 

does a hissing cockroach attract a mate? Discover the answers 
and learn how each animal plays an important role in its diverse 
ecosystem.

What Makes Us Human?
11:00 am in African Hall
Follow the milestones in human 
evolution—upright walking, tool 
making, symbolic thinking—while 
comparing the adaptations of early 

humans to our modern bodies through fun activities that help 
reveal the origins of who we are.

Swamp Discovery
3:30 pm at the Swamp
Learn more about these wetland 
ecosystems of the Southeast United 
States and their hidden value. Listen 
to sounds of swamp inhabitants as we 

follow the life of the American alligator from hatchling chirps to 
the booming bellows of mature adults, all beneath the moss-
draped limbs of a bald cypress.

Planetarium Show Summaries
Passes for Planetarium shows are handed out on a first-come, first-served basis. Visit the kiosk at the Planetarium entrance to select 
your show time. For ages 7+. Ages 3 and under not permitted.
 

Earthquake: Evidence of a Restless Planet
Level 1, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 3:30 pm
A sweeping geological journey, Earthquake explores the forces that transform the surface of our planet. 
Audiences travel back in time to experience San Francisco’s infamous 1906 earthquake. Data-driven 
visualizations illustrate Earth’s story, revealing how subtle motions and sudden ruptures have shaped our 
planet over eons—and how geological activity influences the course of human history. 

Fragile Planet
Level 1, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm, 4:30 pm
Fragile Planet gives audiences an astronaut’s view of Earth, highlighting Earths unique regions. The journey 
then continues to the Moon, Mars, and beyond the Milky Way to search for habitats that might host 
extraterrestrial life. The show’s theme — that Earth is the only known haven for life, and thus is important to 
protect — echoes the themes of biodiversity and sustainability.   


